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New Law Will Release Schools from Federal Restraints

Ioften hear from
educators, par-
ents, and school

= administrators across
_ Northern California
that the federal government imposes
too many requirements and regula-
tions on educational aid. As a former
school board member, 1 know first-
hand the frustration of being restrict-
ed from implementing new and inno-
vative ideas because of burdensome
federal regulations. In response to
these concerns, Congress recently
passed the “Education Flexibility
Partnership Act,” better known as
Ed-Flex, a new law I was proud to
cosponsor and support.

Under the Ed-Flex law, schools
may apply for waivers from federal
regulations which the state — not
the federal government — can
approve. These waivers will allow
teachers and administrators to spend
more time educating our children
and less time complying with federal
forms and regulations. Parents —
who often are the first and best
teachers of our children — become
partners in education with Ed-Flex,
rather than disregarded by the Wash-
ington education bureaucracy.

Ed-Flex has a proven track record.
Under a previously existing 12-state
demonstration project, states as
diverse as Texas, Maryland, and Ohio
all utilized Ed-Flex to improve
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academic performance and better
utilize resources. In Texas, after only
two years of implementation, prelim-
inary statewide results on the Texas
Assessment of Academic Skills
showed that school districts with
waivers outperformed non-waiver
districts in reading and math. For
minority students, the improvements
were even larger. Maryland used Ed-
Flex authority to reduce student-
teacher ratios for students with the
greatest need in math and science
from 25 to 1 to 12 to 1. Ohio has
used Ed-Flex authority to substan-
tially reduce paperwork for schools,
school districts, and the state educa-
tion agency.

With the efforts of dedicated
teachers, parents, and local school
boards, I am confident these out-
standing results can be duplicated
and even surpassed in Northern Cali-
fornia. Ed-Flex is an important step
in freeing local schools from restric-
tive and unnecessary rules and regu-
lations, reducing paperwork and
bureaucracy, and granting teachers
and administrators the flexibility
they need to meet the specific needs
of their schools. As America moves
into the 21st century, I look forward
to working with all Northern Cali-
fornians to find innovative, new
ways to grant teachers and parents
the tools they need to provide our
children the education they deserve.




